CHAPTER VIII
MUHAMMADAN BELIEF IN HEAVEN AND HELL
THE Muhammadan belief in a future life is
infinitely more comforting than that of the Hindus.
The Hindu faith in the future is that his rebirth
on earth will depend for its conditions entirely on
his own actions in a former birth and on the
ceremonies performed by his son and grandson on
his behalf, He may be born of rich parents of the
highest caste; in such circumstances he will lead a
life of ease and luxury. On the other hand, his lot
may be very different, and he may re-enter the
world as a beast of burden, to be starved, over-
worked, and beaten. Still worse, he may exist as
a crawling reptile or loathsome insect
Whatever his fate, of one thing the Hindu is
convinced: he will have deserved all he gets; he
will have brought it on himself and there will be
no way of escape, either by repentance on his
part, or through the tender mercy of a pitying
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